Board of Selectmen Meeting Minutes for August 2, 2010

Selectmen Present: Jim Dresser, Curtis Rand and Bob Riva.
The meeting was called to order by First Selectman, C. Rand at 4:00.

The Agenda was approved. 

The Minutes of the July 6th BOS Meeting were approved.

C. Rand asked for Citizen Comments. Eileen Epperson commented that she thought that the Town Meeting on July 29th had been very helpful. It was informative, educational and well done.

Old Business
C. Rand reported on the status of the stone wall at the intersection of Rts 44 and 41 in Lakeville.  This wall had been side-swiped earlier this year by a hit and run truck driver, which has created a dilemma concerning repairs. The DOT is responsible for the repair since the wall is on state property. However, their first suggestion of just cutting the wall off where it was hit is not an acceptable solution to the Selectmen or the Salisbury Scenic Roads Committee.  This wall is included in the plans for the restructuring of the intersection. The current plan is for the Town to find the appropriate masons to complete the repairs if the State will obtain the necessary permits.
The Grove Senior Center has been completed. The paving and grass seeding is now being done. Mike Beck, Senior Services, and Lisa Mcauliffe, Community Recreation, are in the process of moving into their new offices. Computers and other electrical installations will be completed shortly.

The use of the donated funds for the furnishings and special equipment needed for the Firehouse was approved at the Town Meeting, July 29th.  The final construction of the building will most likely be done in late September.
New Business

Conant Shoenley, a young Salisbury resident and student at Salisbury School, reported on the results of his summer internship with the Town. Conant worked with C. Rand and the TRAC Committee to study the problem of compostable solid waste in Salisbury. Compostable solid waste makes up about 25% of the waste stream from Salisbury. This waste is currently being sent off to Hartford at some cost to the Town.  A much better plan would be to find a local composting solution. Conant’s research has led to the development of a pilot project that will be put to the test at Salisbury School during this upcoming school year.  Compostable waste (mostly foodstuffs) will be separated out at the school and delivered to Laurelbrook Farm in East Canaan for composting.  The farm will incorporate the waste from the school (about 450 pounds a day) into its own composting process. The final compost product will then be available for purchase from the farm for local gardening and landscaping needs.  There was much enthusiasm for the project expressed by the Selectmen. This project may be an important first step in developing similar initiatives for composting throughout Salisbury.
C. Rand reported that the granite has been ordered for the sidewalk construction project for the center of Salisbury. The masons will be working Monday-Thursday, to accommodate the higher volume of weekend traffic. The project is expected to take two to three months to complete. The plan is to complete the sidewalk prior to the Fall Festival.
C. Rand again asked for Citizen’s Comments. 

Eileen Epperson noted that the overflow of paper waste at the post office that is not sorted out for recycling is an ongoing problem.  After some discussion, it was suggested that Eileen could talk to the postmistress about possible solutions.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 4:30.
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